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SPECIAL MOTION TO DISMISS 
AND MOTION FOR COSTS AND ATTORNEY’S FEES 

 
 Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 52-196a and Practice Book § 10-30, et seq., the 

defendant, Joanne Iurato, Ph.D., MSW, LCSW, hereby moves to dismiss Counts 

One through Four of the plaintiff’s Complaint. 

 The case before the Court involves Dr. Iurato’s decision, as a mandated 

reporter, to notify the Department of Children and Families of her concern that a 

child she was seeing in therapy was at imminent risk of serious harm from the 

child’s mother and an unrelated adult male who had recently moved into the 

mother’s house.  The unrelated adult male is the plaintiff, Jon Goodwin. 

 The basis of the defendant’s Motion to Dismiss is three-fold: (1) the plaintiff’s 

lawsuit is a prohibited “SLAPP” suit and the plaintiff cannot demonstrate probable 

cause on the merits because the defendant is entitled to immunity from civil 

liability in accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. §17a-101e; (2) the defendant has 

absolute immunity from liability based upon the litigation privilege; and (3) the 

causes of action sound in medical malpractice and Mr. Goodin failed to comply with 

the requirements of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 52-190a. 

 In accordance with Conn. Gen. Stat. § 52-196a(f)(1), the defendant also moves 

for an award of costs and attorney’s fees. 



 A Memorandum of Law is filed herewith. 

 
       THE DEFENDANT,  
 

      By: /s/ Jonathan A. Kocienda 

       Jonathan A. Kocienda 
       Juris No. 414585   
       Laura E. Waltman  
       DANAHERLAGNESE, PC 

 Juris No. 101685    
       Her Attorneys  
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